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Statement of Patriclk Langone, Opticians Association of America President

The Opticians Assocjation of America is pleased to announce its support of H.R. 2723,
the "Bipartisan Consensus Patient Protection Bill." OAA has been working for the past
several years in an effort to achieve meaningful and substantive managed care reforms.

OAA believes there are two critical issues which must be addressed in meaningful
managed care reform. These issues are:

1. Antidiscrimination language which bars managed care organizations from
discriminating against a health care provider solely on the basis of the provider's
licensure or certification; and

2. A meaningful point-of-service option which. truly offers consuraers the ability to
choose their own health care provider.

H.R. 2723, the "Bipartisan Consensus Patient Protection. Bill" covers both of these
issues, and therefore OAA endorses H.R. 2723 and will work for its passage by the
House this year.

National Opticlans Convention and Pro-Vision USA ¢ New Orleans, Louisiana ¢ June 15-18, 2000



